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BftvirofiMfiltl Quality Board
P.O. Sox 8477
Htuxisburg, PA 17105-8447

DEC - 9 REC'D

Express Mai] Address: Rachel Carmn State
" OmceBwldmg

Hamburg, PA 17101-2301

The MareeliW: SWle^GemmlBme r%#C) ##Mcfa.WB the opportunity to proyi.de the
EnviMnmental Qual-ily Bmrd ("B:Q.B'3 aW the D#ar tmem#^ Protection
(^Depmrtment^ with mmm#aEs m%̂ ^̂  W amend. 25 Penmsykanla Coda
Chap#rlO2/^
The MSC is made mp #f m#pmW,:Ww5#d omth#f#p.0DBibk.deMeiopme%^
Coimm:onwm.Ith'sm#tu.m TbEinembersof
the. M'SC represent the va# nm|onty of n # # W # s wel̂  hal.d.ers.developing the
formmtiw. The comments herem are submitted in response t# the.EQB's publication of the
Proposed Rulemakimg m.3.9 Pemmsykamia BWletm 5131. on. August 29,2009,

Governor Rendeifs Energy kAepemdemce Strategy seeks to expand Pennsylvania's
mergy mdepmWemw by, am#mg.#her'g#mW, mp##mg.m# j^ in the
Commonwealth. TWMB##u$
eBe:r^.prod.*W0mmd#p^
pm#q#m of t)mm; Wmlmg^m*^ #ls$@(mtW.ly lairgm AWe fqpmmtim, M
addkm^^^
Commem#W%mditkpr##^

^ % # e # # # # & # # # B ^ # # W # # # # # p M# ^##WW)# wMle#% pf c#mb%

: Emw# # ### #uf fuwm
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#

m##"0mp## to #mge AeseaffecBW: rmqiiirements: to %nhmn# mqWre### m*#W #
.^g#Eml#re;gi#d% for amWgmWE&Scomkmk
FW##I Mg0mmm% update- pmrmlt bea; cedlfy PCSM. ̂ #qMi:rem#i%. m#l m%ukem##W
#W$ed. % # # # %rest#u#Wm; and mt##ce a p e r m & ^ m k #Mm7 #W;:B# km§
'#%###$ # .# & r ^ ' p f #W page$ to p r # i # this W^W#M##:.amd to r#W$m tW-M^WWt
pmgmm # * i i # t mmy#WW[ jiistiRcaOmi br the need for mDCh qf # m t j$#ow pw##W,
The M5C wi'M^Hmit its.mmments to those provisions, of the pmpwed rule that ^realy
relate to oil and gas activities.

RWt, As MSC bmlieves that lomgstand ing and well-e$tabll:$h#4 #m#om m##
$###emW*#B cBmtml reqiamments hmye Wen Mly effectWe im.rmgard.wWLamdgms
mctMMes:. The proposed rules mciiides^ burdanmmB . « # # # # ( # #̂̂

##.q#mte { # # # # # and mo meh |ust#catiori.k expressed in eommemmm W&:##

sW^mwaerdWchmrges associated with oil and gas actwitW A&mMPBBS p#mMiig
pmgram.#, There&re, it.is mappropriate to impose any requimm## for .!$t#rmw#tmr
&$##rge: a$m€#Wd with ail and. gas ac##We$ as: a remit of N#D# peWIWmg mim
Third, regaWkss whether Grn#t it is law&i to subject #e oil and ga# *m#.#y W a:
smrmwatBF p#WW .̂̂ % pmgram, them is simply mo jnaMAmNon # r i#|)W#g:## pr#w#d
p#m.l#%.m#Wm#W^ #om the oil wd gas mdu#Ql F#r&, # mf mN# 6a##d,.##
^#p##d permit mmd i#rmk-by-ride pfommses wcmM pmmde. #.Wpro#@#t## eii:mmt
pm'm*:#%me# :̂n '̂m^̂ ^ Oiland:g#mB$trm##
mg##eantly di#rent Wm qAer types of comtmcWom projects # # #r^ empr##ly # p l # #
by#^ However/tO:impm9eiipO'nth#
Depmrlment $h:ouW. create a geBeml permit program solely R>r smeh#.etiv%i#.m. The MSG
indMm with the$e mmments a pmposai for an oil and gm industry^pecMc g#n

As WmWmW #bo^% the % # ##GMbB# iw #«#### mm##memt#gs:p& G0#Gk



1* Q m i a w w a #

The B # has W w M .#### W:m#mq A$# mmWAg ##AMms a W, m #«g.#o,

requimmamt;, Pqr # m # p K & # # # # W W"#W#^B#tmaw#em#nt;pmc^ #

w#Wd :&#b$r be mMimM W lmpgse:###emm# %#&r#, d # # # . : m 6 a W - # #
dismrbance acdmties/ #g#Wy p#m#Mly m^^^ smpe#&e pmgmm (mrnphaais
added)* )ustiAcatian for Aesie #xpa##m W j # t ^mplaimed #r estabMshed m the grop(ma!.
Similarly, the EQB p m p # # # & # , : # # #R: i#^ for^postmastMctiDo
"\PCSM—PosteonstmetW ##m##e^ amd ?.CSM :Phm/' Agalm, # # e
deAnitmns, coupled wi# ##m#m ww' ##M.mq:W'.̂ ^̂ ^̂  suWwatmMy expmmd Ae
scape of th:eemsi0na#ds##me#W%

The Pennsylvania Oil and G# Actmnd regulations at 25 Pa.. Code Chapter 78 already/
establish requirement
There is no need to axpand thW-pmgram, Yet.the proposal adds a new-deRnition. for "oi.l
aad gms actMties'' as "[:$].## AWtMfbâ memsem#eimtB# w:i& oil and gas expl.om.tion,
production, processing, or treatment # Earth
disturbance associated with oil and;g##cH^Me& occiim #hen dnUlng well sites are
initially constructed and 6## .#^ d.rilHmgrigs.are moiled onto
Ibcatlonyhydraulicfram^^^^ Marcellus
Shale well sites .require appmmmMWy# mcKB.of such temporary earth
disturbance m the form of. a mmgtruewd dr#mg loemtiom, Upon completion of well or
pipelme developrnemt, ammdistmbed #u#ig#m$tm^^^^^^ $tabilmed,p#r the Chapter
78 regulations. There Is little diWhargebeBa^^^
surfaces and are vege#W& TWW&om
sufRaentlyprotective. tWre.Wm6 0eed.wfa
requ.im;m#nts (see discmsaim bel:0#) #.r##qm# w # I##tt6n&

Similarly, in regard to nmtuml,ga$ mlleWom and transmjssmn pipeline^ earth
disturbance occurs during the.HmlW pipeline constm^ mstallatlon phase. AAer
pipelines are placed in exmwtWn#y # e pipeiine route is promptly backfilled and the area, is
seeded and mulched.and feWmed #. DrlgWltoyqgmphy, mcludlng permeablematurai
surfaces* There is no meed 0rja^O:6m##n&radd#
reqMirements,

2- Wcbrpomtlon of 6p(la:W X^^ml^mgmmmmM.

.As/$t##d:m#Bpmp#edmk,mmny#
lmelW#dt#comp*y##Pe#^ ##W##^^^^

m0Wm#m i#em $W #U;am# .0^ W# t# W i*cWw imm# peimlt pr^am a&a i ^
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# The WmM^ms Aamd #::r#WMmm^:rea(ly mmbMA site #s#rm#m

Restamtiom Plans Wk. # site m^Wmtiom im its entires/consider mil. and site
ch#ra:Ctenstles, mmd premmt simple aW cker prescriptions for the
lm#kmeD:taH.om:#f BM# #am#ct# well pad and #p#me mnstructiBa,

bmrdeAsome and umaam^ mqmmmemts.

# The Oil and Ga$ Act and Its regulmtions already establish erosion and
$Mimemta.tioHCDn:tml.r6quimm;en
mdMst^spec#c BM.Pei$y&#,bmt mume.Ar ackie^ingsite cDndMons thai
pmtecWW##M
de&cWbes e&ctlve BMP$ .for mama#R.g emslon and sedimentation concerns*

# Initial eonstrurtWm of # well.BW mvakm approximately three to ,s#%n acre%
bmt restored driUmg.and p'md#ctiw sites typicaDy require only an
msignificant nen~%^ area when, compared to pre-con.5tru.ction
cmditim%#^^^ All other
areas zire re-weg#mW,amd reWmW w m:ppmximate original topographic
-cwtowrs.

# MpeMma ar#$smre &Wy r##g#mt#d #Bd retMmed to approMimm.te origimaj
mntmim

# Oil and gas activities at well sites and pipelines are wnmannad after mitial
wmstmetwn and imWMmtmn. a#vities .are completed,

In summary, there k no need or |u.$ti#mtiom & r PC8M requirements for oil and gas
actWities; stack reqairememw woMl.d mrtaiBly be burdensome; and in^positmn of such
reqMkaments may be uniawRil,

TW.EQB aesmhes its ripmmmm:#MS:t#^ pmpoml ms Mlows:.

# # pm^W#l#WWAg WWW m # f eqmf emmm for ##eWA^#Wmg.
npad#nfw## W#m#W &r #Wb!WM# ne#;̂ ^̂ ^ also
pmp#$e$mm##W#Rpm##^





arehiwct, amd %##M # # # # # # 3#Way m#e##me periW # # » $ whkh (he B # » t m e # B
w determine w

The pmpwed pamm#rby#We # ^ w Rrstgukmit a

need to meiiide a wide m#ge#%&rm^^^ enmmnmemMI mport%
municipal .en0m#ars' mp|xm##, aW puMmmWem W#8rmmmim The Depmrtmemt wotiM
ham to v # # a re#$%m##;#glW#y %f c ^ Aep^ml^by-mk, # # W the
registrant': kWngTepmm^ %r m w m # \ T%e EQB% pmp#W

"VenAcation of Coverage."

Before a compî my can even submit m ROC, it must first schedule a "premhmbsion
meeting with the Dep&rW Although suclT meetings can be
usekl given DepartmmM:^ Wcalatmg naWfai gas
development, it may be #@mlt w $qke#W#:$0# mmedmgs. in a timely &A!on, The
company will also have to pmyMe:a.puMk mo## "owe a week for 3 consecutive weeks,"
followed by a 30-day eommemt perl##, the^Ormpany mm# undertake and dear the PN.DI
process and mimt. haw a pm&mmW g#:qlog#t#mWate -the soil types (n the project area.
On#acompan^M documents
necessary for an ROC,:&md (a.ssMmi:mg.Ae c##pm#y can#tern̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ that It ts eBgible.umder all
of the cnteria) s.ubmiits the R8.C, # e mi^pmy mmmt then wait another 30 days while &e
Department reviews the ROKL Qmm the Departmrnt approves a projeeL the company m,ust
provide "pre*canstruW<m notlAmtiW m # # m wait another 7 days, Overall.the timing of
and deiayin thisprocemgW mWmely ;qmgm:#,u#0rta#.

Furthermore, ihere.w n# needfof :#e pmposed BmcW$iBm of pmjects from permit-
by-rule coverage in Emeptlomai %Me ( :̂EF^ Wmtembeds, Concerns about projects In EW
watersheds can be fully and adequately addressed just as they can fbr high q uaiity and
impaired watersheds, EQB's pmpomed Wmmket #%du$iom of projects in B)V watersheds fails
to account for the fact that the oil and gas industry has been operating respomsibly and
effectively in such watersheds: for decades. Momover, the proposed language focuses on
tke"poteatWWdk Thns/this proposal
touM bar projects fmm p#rmit*y-rMle- #:v«^^ enly the barest edge #f mch m
watershed bntwhkiiare,Wmtedm#̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^

Pmposed.§^
possibility of c 0 # m g m m W # ^ K.r#§WmW:da##Wm
do.#### mil m#;um#mî ^ m*#.:f0m###mA.$(:#m^ m# mW W web

coHtitiueQ to fell to mmpfym flaws ;a Wk:#### ##%### #mp^## ̂
#r #W#ri#Bmed:by#e Bepmfbmmmf am



permit-^mW #mw##0W# be o f # & or.» # l w # Ae oil and gas m # * % #m% # #
BQB BhouW pmmwWM A m####g#neml.p#rmK process that wt)l apply to &^#1#4.
;g&$ Wm(#,i#Wmd;Of The MSC bas^ttachgd a pmp0## K#y
EMm#^ #m%&far Earth DisWrbance AcUvlWrnAsmdrnW W #

The MSC memh^ opportunity to submit these comment: and W k
fon%'ar(i to contmuMg to work W.th Ae Department and the EQB to develop and implement
somd.emWrmmmWlpDMqy.m #w Commmwealth while also maintammg the aWI##
dewlop the Wml mmmme amibMle. im the Marwllus Shale Pormatiom,

Sincerely,

Gary Slagg
Chairman of the Regulatory
Subcommittee



permit that::i$##e#WempBmmib^^

oil and gas # W : # # # t who wWh # be mvered by a categorical general
permit A a M m:#m.it#m NGi# -DBF #r an aethmrmed Comnty Cqmervatl#n

thenapply'beg%mm%#
District,

* Persons conducting earth disturbance activities would, be required to
develop, implement,and maintameresion and sediment and. stormwater
hesLmm.m^ pollution prevention
measures, Bm-gmn mm# ^Wiment/mmtrol BM:P$ 'would be demgned to -
miiMrmme pomt s.ou^m dWchargms to surface waters, preserve the integrity of
stream channek aW,pm#et the physical biological, and chemical, qualities of
the receiving water* % f #M$: BMPs awl their design standards are listed m
the Emsion m.(|'Se#im.#tPWMtionC ProgramMamtal (#3$3:-213i-
008),

* ApplicanW womM he mQUired to pmpmre and have in place an Erosion and
Sediment Centrol Mam (E&S-Phni. wkich WeiitlRes appropnate BMPs w be
i.nip.l.emenM:d W emsmm that emstmg and designated uses of surface water are;
pmWcted. # M :##W#i^W. If & # earth disturbance. activities are . leaW in a
High. QB&ii;i:y#r%#ptlo#r
piirsMaDtto^ PA CWm Chapter 93 and Chapter 1.05 of the Depmtmenf s
re.gulatmns, theE&S Man wo#dbe required to address thespecial protection
requirements m the Department^ regulations at PA Code Chapter 102,
section 102,4{b)(63 and Seetiom II Chapter 4 of the 0)/ ̂ /Mf Gas Operators

the E&S'Mmn amg.amy D # e r # # m m t s require by the permit at the mte and
.ke#ps:W:hd:emm:#t$.a#U DWtrietor

otherauA

* P#mom/mq^eW#g;# p#mw# qf #09eira# uWer the permit would W

NOLTb#Mrm$##c$m##waef#e\pmW0^ c#eg#nca!gmmerml.permit
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Hmm#W#PA 171054447

Express Mail Address; Rachel C&mgn Sl#e
O#ee Bmkimm

HWsburg, PA 17.101 ̂ 2301

The Maredii*.s Shale Commfktme ^.MSC3 #pp#qi#es!##:oppomi^ to prwide the
Emvimriniemtml Quality Board TEQB3 and: (he .Department of Emwonmemtml PrGtection
^Departmenf) with GommwW ameeramg # # pi'opoml to amend 25 :Bmi:myWnim Code
Chapter l:02./which:rei#E$#
The MSC la made w.p gf cam;p$:ml# f#m#dem:#e re#p8BM:We"#eW#pmm^̂ ^̂ ^̂
Cem.:m3,B##ealth%natu.m The members of
th#M#C represent the m#.ma)^

Proposed RmlemakiBg in 39 PennsyWWm. Bull*̂ ^̂ ^̂  5.131 W August 29,2Q09.

Governor RmdelJ's Energy Imdependmce Strategy seeks to expand Peri.nsyWmni.a/s
e«r#(ndepeBdemmby,am
.C#mm#m#eal:th, Th#MmrcelW$:##e:p^
emergy pmducMaaamd W. pErhmpm m^MeFe energy imdepmdanee through, the krtl#3~
p m # w # m #M#am Wmmg w # W # s &mn̂  # # p # W B a % W ^ A
m#l#om, W#W de%Wpm:#mt # fb i# hawe ml##dy crmWA ^ ^ ^ |0b&Mi the
C0mm#mwml#,.#md lt##m#WW'#mt:S^^^^ m####mml # # jpW #H1 W
#ea#djm & a AB#s#miMal ye#$, %e.MSCk#M#mmW:#: *##nmmg# work Wth the

H# MswWW SW* Energy w W$ ow future



TMse f eqmimmmts: %#^ be.em/###W MyMM#&g-&e. BMW: p#pW##f mlnimimiag
mcmlemwd # # # % mm*l #di :m####A # /pmB% iM:i#ai% m6lM#mdl ram## thm qg^#%
of waters and ###wa i#&#gmg tW w w of #m## wthm the C#mmW##m#, TWEQB

agrWtiire; d m % exi^tmg rEqWmmemW %r mceekrated B&S control; mcorpomm D p & W
Federml requirements; update permitiees; codify PGSM. retirements;, add mquiremBDts

pmgfamw#.autamy-sW#.d^^^^ ##hat.ismmwpmppsed,
The MSC will, limit its cammAts to Aose pmvmoms of the propoB# mie &at. directly
relate to oil and gas activities.

First, the MSC WW%$ AmtioBgBMndmgEnd well-a#mbll#W erosion wd.
$ed.imentatmn matral reqmkementm ha# been fully effectiFe in regard to ml amd:g#s.
actinties. The pmpased rules mclmdm $#^eral new m d burdenseme re.quirmmmm.t$ that
would mdvers l̂y a;Rect these aetiWOeg, .No new requimmemtm AouW be added without
adequate jimtiBcatiom m#d mp such j.M##p##en is e% In mmm^ction %%̂& this,
proposed mkmmkmg, SemW, &e M a a l . Emmw M k y A a of 2005 mpremsiy exempts
stormwaterdmchmrgeSBsmdated withoA
programs, There&re, i t # imappmpriate to m#os# may requimments for sMrmiwmter
discharges mssedated Wth oil and gam aetMtW am a resiilt of NPDES pemMMmg mks*
Third, regardless # M # # * or mot K W b # W m subject the ml amd gas inaustry to; a
#ormw.aW
permiW:mg##iremmB:#m ^##.#0 aa##Bim(*##y, # # # , # mimR#y d r a # 4 # #
proposed permit and germ#by4#e pr#w#ms # w l d pr#^f# m# WprD^emmt #n Gimre#
permimimg mechmn#ms Imr#m#1 #Bd:#6mdmstry. Oil #W: gas;mmtmctmrn acWtWare
^igni&antlydi#rent:&om other ^%
bythePem:nsyî mai.g0ilm:mdGB5.A^^^^ Hqwemr/WnnproyeupGntheeurm
Department should create a gemeal p##it,progm,m solely &r such actiWtles, The MSC
Includes with these comments a pmpqsal &r mn o.H amd gms mdugtry-speaGc gemeral
permitdmg.pmgmm.
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#ktwWmE:aaimWB%" #emby p#te#l#Hy e # w # # tbe^empe # # # pmgrmm##hmm$
adtled]. )u^ti6cmtiom for these #3#amsmms& mot explamed or estm Wished. # Am pmpwaL
Similmrly, Am BQB pmpqms to m.d# new d#mitkn^ Wpms t eongtrucWan monnwmter,"
^PCSM^Pmtcq^gtruetmn. sk#rm#^Wr mmmgementf and ̂ PGSM Mm^ :%Wm,##$#

scope # # 0 #o$ iw #nd sed&mentation cmtroi regi!MtMms W A w t jWlBmWeh*

The Pennsylwnla Oil. and Gas Act and regulations at 25 Pa. Code Chmpter 78 already
establish requirements far restoratioB of wdl sites and for erosion mod sediment control
There 1& no need to mpmmd thig program. Yet, Ae pmpoaal. a#s a mew deAmtion for "oil

pF#dM:ct.mm,pm€8:$i%^^ Earth
dktmrbamce aa^ocmwd with oil ami gas actMtiem occurs when driMing well :$aes are
iniMally co:a#racW.() and. this actlwiy W compWtW before #i l img rig$ are mimW #mto
WmtionJiydmMlicWetBr MamelWs
Shak well.^ims re#irempp.roxJmaWy #ii$e to se%macres of s.uch.mm#mry ea^^
(WwAameeW Upom completion af well or
pipelmedeWopment, areas disWrbml Ar lng GBn$tm#om mrerStaWiwd per the Chapter
78 regulatmna. There i.$ Uttk discharge becwse the stab##d.-mreas are permaabie
mr&ces and are wgetawd. Thus, in omrview, the.exi^mg Chapter 78 regaimtwy regime i.$

mquiremenB (see dlscHSsmn W n w ] fbr restormd #ei.l locmt*#nm.

SW&riy, in regard to matnra] gas wlkctio.n amd tran^mWmn pfpelmm, W3th
disturbance occurs during the limited pipWme comtruction and ia$m!Iatmm phase, After
pipelines are placed in excavations, the pipeline route is promptly hackQlkd and the area Is
seeded and mukhed mmd remmed to original tepogrmphy, indMdmgpBrmeabk..natural,
surfaces. There is no need or |u$ti.gcatmm. for additional resMctWm$ or for PCSM
reqmirememW,

2* l^m:rpBmM#m,#f#pdmmd.F##^..mq^

A$ gWrndim the prnp^md ml% mmmy #f # # pmpmW #mi#a^ :&% e^pm^ly
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printed pages amd go %%H bEyond tb# scape of the cur rent regulations. For example, for
each earth disturbance project, the proposed rale would require:

# A rlpmrimm A r # t bmRer mmBmgemEmt plan mmder certaim d rcmnistances;

# jW##kml#W:mg.amd. ms$#smmt#f m i l gwWgy and other site



# The 03. #md Gms. A # #md. its mguiaM#nsmtrem% e^cAW A.;#am mmwrntmn.

R#taWtWm Mam$ kok at $W:re$tamOoR in. W:am8m^..MnskWr mB%d: site:
ch#aetgnmtc% and present simiple and clear prBscnptlons for the
imiplmmmmtiom of BMPS: %eci6c to w:e)l pad amd pip#m# mD$tm.cti:oD,
T W # # a mmsums that.Mw been pmwm % be eKegtlw; im##ry
#rni#ac;##:know how to bWld these WWres; and # # ^ do net IWWe w^r ly
Wr&ewome and umnacessmiy mmmWBance r equlrmmemts,

# The Oil and Gas Act and its regulations already establish erosion and
sedimentation, control requirements. The application of time-Wsted,'
Wwl^-BpecMc BMPs is the best course for achieving site comditlom^ that
p f e W c t a ^ The Oil amci Gas OpemWm M#nM#imirmdy
#escnb#m effecti^e.BMPs for managing erosion and $edim.en#ti# mneê ^

imitW c#mstruction of a well site mvolves appmmimm.Wy three to.: se:mn acres,
Wt rmtored drilling and production sites t^icmliy raqmre omly am
m#gm#cmat mom-veg#aW area when compared to pre-coB^tmttioD
GoadftioBB; due to the compiiance with re.storatmn recpirementB, Ailother
mmm# mm m*vegewwd and returned to approximate Wgm.al typographic

Rpellme areas
cmWurs,

stated.and returned #. appr6##m# #r%mal

* Oil mmd gas metMtms at well, sites and pipelines are Mnmanned. a&er laitiai
conMmction and installation activities are completed,

1m summary, there is no need or justiRcation for I-̂ CSM requirements for oil and gas
activities;, such requirements would certainly he burdensome; and impositmn of such

The-EQ# ^ W b e s k$ riparimn f # ea W # r pmposa] as &Ho#s:

fM§g#p#mdW#m^
#%m#m &mW W # m mB^^^e^aWIAimg mew ̂ W # # TW rMema##mk0^
pr#p##$mm#Wry#pmrl#^
##W 1##^ #m# # WlM%lS# Aet #f



001, which :&d#A#:almm$tl## pagewf mm#:B# |#W# om ## #mkpmmi of mpWm

accardamcemththkmot-yeW #ee:§102,15(c)(2)(*il),ThB
appear # M any #W^
temporary sWrmmaWr % # ( # , §u# # mArml gms #W1 g#mmtrM#l## mmd pipelme
pmject$; the impacm WmMMeh am Q#kwHy'l.lm*W # :#m^W#0m-relmted issues easily
managedby#herBWP$, M###w%.Ai#p#^̂ ^̂
maintenance regMirements amd mmamgement teckm̂ ^̂ ^ that mpply to plpdlmes,.

Moreoyer, the pmposed rmle makes It Impossible to discern just what situations it
will apply # ^ ^

pond? thus,th:egeogmphlc5Wpe
gven the ubiqw^ of :trmm$,..Wk# and pondsm &e Commonwemkh,

FWIiy, i R vlrWa'lly all sWrntmns, am oil and gas oper&Wr leases #e laDd or
otherwisemcquiresGmlymlim.^ #.us,&:e:permam#bndowneris
the one most mgecteA by s^ch lm#r$ mm.d:%wuid meed to agree to the :#MM#n$ ef any
permitmArsregard. Ifrlparmnforesthi#W,afkctlmlyaWma
maybalkatmllow^
of &#. aiDund. mmy water # # hK^mm rlpmrmm: %rest bu#m, Th# wwM hm# m dmmmtk
mdveme eKecf on the:demWpm#nt qf m#iliW:a! # tuW gm pr##ttmn iii &#
Commonwemlth,

6. ML

Aaproposed, theparnii&%f-mkkamlimited,tima-camBMmimg, and complexa$ W:be
of IMearnomiu^ to WMLmd^^^^ permlbby-mle.isteWm^^^^
for what &eBQBd#enW$ag
mad all wawm other them #c##w.W %1#7TW p m # # d #mm#mmM$-mm. AescrlW

tmmrp#r#eTlpmmm fW#W&#;%&;p###4 (g^^ #i#W:be m#$## # # ^ r l #



Before a company can even submit an ROC, it must first schedule a "presubmission
meeting with the Department or the conservation district" Although such meetings ean be
useful given Department s Wing and budget challenges a # escalating natural gas
development, it may be dif&cuk to schedule such meetings in a timely fashion. The
company will also have to provide a public notice 'once a week for 3 consecutive weeks,"
followed by a 30\day comment period. The company must undertake and dear the PND1
process and must have apm&ssioaal geologist evaluatethe soil types in the project area.
Once 9 company Anally has developed and obtained all of the iMmnatlon and documents
necessary for an ROC and (assun#g the company can determine that it is eligible under all
of the criteria) submits the ROC, the company must then wait another 30 days while the
Department reviews the ROC Once the Department approves a project, the company must
provide "pre-construction notification" and then wait another 7 days. Overall, the timing of
and delay in ttis process is extreme^yjong and uncertain.

Furthermore, there is no need fbr the proposed exclusion of prefects R"c# pfrmit-
by-rule coverage in Exceptional Value ("EV") watershed*. Concerns about projects in EV
watersheds can be fully and adequately addressed just as they can for high quality and
impaired watersheds. BQB's proposed blanket exclusion of projects in EV watersheds fails
to account for the fact that the oil andgas industry has been operating responsiblyand
effectively in such watersheds for decades. Moreover, the proposed language focuses on
the "potential to discharge to a wacers&af* rather than to EV waters. Tbns, this proposal
could bar projects from permit4^rde coverage that much qr^r the Westedgeof such a
watered but which are located mu^fr<m#water&

Proposed # 10Z.1 $(b)(3), which exd Wes browmAeMs and dmifar ##s W n the
p##m(y6fc#0r^eund#'tWpmnlt%.Wejsal^over%r6W. ifregWaWWvWes
donotaW^llmKuWermaeglkremem^AacWYMe&the^^m^

c m W u i H ] t » M # ^ ^ ^ q r § m ^ ) A b # A a W k ^ M ^
r##tk% ̂ em*#d #WWe #m#IW^ ofW##uedby#@ Dep#6^^ m



B*c##etWptopoW pmMtaW prnnit^y-mW^tiom am W W W , time-
coimm*n&## mmpWQ md Wagse &e # # d gag in#my is wqw$i the proposed
peTmi^- f j# jmKee% w#Wd W # j # e w m ^ v W W t o # * oM and#Mindustry, ihws/the
5)B skoBW promulgate s em^@dtal g^aeygpemat process that wHI apply m the Wl and
gag Wdmmyf Ina&ead # a Gn64Jze.ms-aiJI approach. The MSC has attached a proposed Key
memeo# i^a G ^ g ^ i W &m#al Pam& & f E@i# WkmrMn^ AcdvW^ A^ocmtW with

tMSC mm&ers appreciate the oppomimity m $ubmit#ese comments and look
forward to continuing to work with the Depar Onent and the EQB W develop and Implement
sound environmental poiiey in the Commonwealth while also maintmnuw the ability to
develop the vital resow-ta avaibbkin W MafceKus 5«hale Formation;

Smcmrely,

Gary Slag
Ckairmm af the Regui&tBry



ACflWHiS ASSOCIATE! WITH OIL AMD GMM^MJMffiffr

$WWd mipmvm on.#CGPl/E&S plan process and qpmmtematmBgememl
permit that is eEeetiw upom submission of a NoWm of k tent 00:1],

Ml andgasdewiopment who wish to be covered by $ .emtegomm! general
permit A # M submit an NO1 to DEP or am aWhammW Cwmty CmmBen/atWm

t e n mpply b##W%^^^^^ the-date t W t h e NOIW nw#!## t##EP or the

Per^Gns conducting earth disturbance actimties wo.mld be required to
lieWop, Implement, and mminiaia erosion and sediment and stormwater
best nmrnagement practices (BMPs] and similmr pollution prevention
mimasMre5, Emsmn amd sediment control BMP^ woaW %:e ^mgnrnd W
minlmme peimt source discharges to surface waters, preGerye the integrity of
stream channels and protect the phymcal/bloiogcai and chemicml qualities of
the recewlng mmter. Various BMPs and their design a m d W s are listed in
th# Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Progmim .Manml [#63-2134-

licwxs wmld be required to prepare and haw m .pWoe an Emwn and
Sediment Control Plan (B&S Plan.) which IdentlBes appmprWte BMFs to be
Implemented to ensure that existing and designated Wes ef siirfmce water are
.pmteetedm.mdmmmtaimd, ifAeearAdWwrbmmcemctw

pursuant to PA Code Chapter 93 and Chapter 105 of # e BBpa;rtm#nf s
mgubtioms, the E&S Man. would be required to address the specml protectian
requiremenw in the Department's regulations at PA Code Chapter 102,
section 102,4{b):(6) and Section !! Chapter 4 of the W # W (?gj Opam#r$

Pemoms mwred under the permit would be required te mmmtam a .̂ qpy of
#eE&S Mam and any o&er documents-r̂ ^^^

i Weal, ^mm, or W e W gewmmem W#aai

# P#mwr^




